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EM 
ICT hus 
against the organization. 
” and At the hearing, Executive Director 
ted ™ } Glenn.L. Archer, himself a lawyer, won 
ons M'} his contention that POAU activities in 
“the no way conflict with the lawful object 
- of | sought by ordinances based on the police 
“ wer. This, so far as outward signs in- 
eal dicated, had been the chief stumbling 
len block to POAU’s entry into the build- 
a ing. However, the fact that a formal 
‘i i, | complaint that POAU is an “anti-Catho- 
— Iq. | lic” organization was made to the board 
or just before the hearing may be indica- 
¢ pres tive of the real source of the opposition. 
—a Tax Exemption Granted 
ae the A similar problem was met and con- 
-puties, quered when the federal department of 
remier, | Mternal revenue recently determined 
POAU’s status as a non-profit, tax-ex- 
tion is} pt corporation. This means that all 
| buta contributions to POAU—including gifts, 
, Mor legacies, bequests and devises—are tax- 
exempt. 
* * a 
he Pro§ The recent death of E. Hilton Jack- 
val, the ®, distinguished constitutional lawyer 
he Ro § 4 authority on the First Amendment, 
represents a great loss to POAU and to 


to the 
- ae ill friends of religious liberty. We shall 
miss his wise counsel as we continue 
grapple with new problems in church- 
sate relations. 

We shall equally miss the inspiring 
presence of the late Dr. L. H. Lehmann, 
whose decade-long editorship of The 
Converted Catholic Magazine was 

by an unswerving devotion to 
om. 
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Another Milestone Passed—Zoning 
Board O. K.’s POAU Headquarters 


Washington headquarters of Protestants and Other Americans United for Sepa- 
ration of Church and State have been‘ established at 1633 Massachusetts Avenue, 
N. W., following a favorable decision of the Zoning Adjustment Board on POAU’s 
! appeal from a previously-imposed ban on use of the building. For more than a 
year before the zoning clearance was obtained, the national POAU office had been 
bursting at the seams in inadequate space in an office building on K Street, unable 
to use the Massachusetts Avenue building because of technicalities unfairly used 





POAU staff members are pictured above as they 
began work at the new headquarters building 
on Massachusetts Avenue. A meeting room has 
been set aside for the use of groups cooperating 
with POAU. 


World Christian Groups 
Ask UN Fight on Bigotry 


Resolutions calling upon the United 
Nations to act against religious perse- 
cution wherever found were adopted by 
two international bodies of Christian 
churchmen at their recent annual con- 
ventions. The central committee of the 
World Council of Churches, meeting at 
Toronto, Canada, declared that victims 
of discrimination should bring their 
cases to the UN if they cannot get aid 
from their national governments or from 
the dominant religious authorities, while 
the Baptist World Congress, meeting at 
Cleveland, Ohio, called for specific ap- 
plication of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights “to nations and terri- 
tories now under the domination of any 
one particular religious force (whether 
Islam, Roman Catholicism or Protestant- 
ism), as it has already done in the case 
of countries dominated by Commu- 
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“J am much interested in the separa- 
tion of church and state. I believe that 
all sectarian schools have as their pri- 
mary purpose the furthering of their 
particular faith. This is true of Protes- 
tant as well as Catholic schools. Both the 
Lutheran and the Seventh-Day Adven- 
tist denominations have publicly stated 
that they do not wish federal aid for 
their schools. They firmly believe that 
their schools should be fully supported 
by the members of their churches. | be- 
lieve that the Catholics should follow 


their example. 


“... 1 believe nothing will bring more 
deterioration of things democratic than 
the destruction of our public school sys- 
tem, which is America’s integrating 
force.” —Letter from the Rev. Merrill 
Otis Bates, pastor of the Grosse Pointe 
Unitarian Church, Michigan, replying 
to a Roman Catholic lady who had in- 
quired about his reasons for being af- 
filiated with POAU. He is a member of 
the National Advisory Council. 


Quebec Baptists Beaten, Jailed 
For Holding Open-Air Services 


A valiant struggle is being waged by Baptist evangelists in Quebec, Canada, 
against organized mobs and corrupt police authorities who would deprive them 


of their rights. 

The first in a recent string of inci- 
dents occurred in the town of La Sarre, 
where five Baptist evangelists were 
slapped, kicked and pelted with eggs 
and garbage by a mob of 250 persons 
—and then arrested by the police for 
“illegal assembly”! They were jailed 
at the town of Amos, 50 miles from La 
Sarre, for several days, then released 
when a sympathetic clergyman paid $1,- 
900 bail. In the meantime, a storm of 
protest was heard all over Canada— 
joined in by the Toronto Association 
for Civil Liberties; Toronto’s Protestant 
mayor, Hiram McCallum; and the 
Roman Catholic mayor of Windsor, On- 
tario, Arthur J. Reaume. Under such 
pressure, the La Sarre town council de- 
cided to drop the charges and to pay all 
costs incurred by the defendants. Two 
weeks later, however, the Rev. Leslie G. 
Barnhart, who had been one of those 
originally arrested, was knocked down 
and beaten when he tried to hold an- 
other open-air meeting under “police 
protection.” Alphonse Cloutier, his com- 
panion, was pulled into a jeep, driven 
for several blocks and mauled by Claude 
Martel, son of the late mayor of La 
Sarre, who had died of a heart attack 
following the first riot. 


Other Incidents 


At Noranda, two women volunteer 
missionaries from Ontario reported that 
they had been expelled from the neigh- 
boring village of Ebain by a police off- 
cial who was accompanied by the local 
priest. They had been going from door 
to door “preaching the Gospel.” 

At Val d’Or, the Rev. L. T. Heron, 
local Baptist minister, and seven other 
persons were arrested on a charge of 
“obstructing traffic”’—later changed to 
“disobeying an officer”’—and ordered 
to pay fines ranging from $25 to $40, 
plus costs. When they refused to pay, 
they were sentenced to two months in 
prison. They are still serving their terms 
at this writing. 

* * * 

“The union of Christendom depends 
upon non-Catholics accepting the essen- 
tial doctrines of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Since the Assumption dogma 
will be added to the existing Roman 
Catholic doctrines it is not likely to 
create any real new obstacle to unity.” 
—Religious News Service, quoting Vati- 
can sources on the reasoning behind 
Pope Pius XII’s decision to proclaim the 
newest Catholic dogma. 





Off-Campus Bible Course 
Spurred by State Ruling 


Various Protestant groups are coop- 
erating in a move to establish an off- 
the-campus center of religious instruc- 
tion near Southwest State College, 
Springfield, Mo., following a ruling by 
State Attorney General J. E. Taylor that 
such instruction at the publicly-owned 
college is in violation of the First 
Amendment of the Constitution. The 
Supreme Court decision in the McCol- 
lum case was cited as authority for the 
ruling. 

Dr. Roy Ellis, president of the college, 
had asked for the ruling in order to 
clarify the status of a “non-sectarian” 
course in the Bible which had been giv- 
en by Dr. F. W. A. Bosch, a Presby- 
terian minister. President Ellis had also 
approached Baptist and Methodist 
groups to discuss the possibilities for 
an off-the-campus religious center. The 
Greene County Baptist Association has 
since hired a dean to teach courses in 
such a center. 

Readers of the Church and State 
Newsletter for June, 1950, will recall 
that Thomas Jefferson, in opposing the 
establishment of divinity courses at the 
University of Virginia, proposed in- 
stead that an off-the-campus religious 
center be established. 

oe * + 

“We in Avon Lake must understand 
that this is not simply a question of 
picking up approximately 150 children 
in public school buses and transporting 
them to a local parochial school. It is 
more than that! It is a question of 
whether any church group has the right 
to petition any public agency or board 
or any council or legislature for tax 
monies to further their own sectarian 
program or religion. It is a question of 
whether any religious sect has the right 
to demand and expect special privileges 
from government and special monies 
from tax funds at the expense of all other 
religious groups who are willing to ac- 
cept and live according to the historic 
practice of separation of church and 
state.” —The Rev. Paul J. Folino, pastor 
of the First Congregational Church of 
Avon Lake, O., and member of the steer- 
ing committee, Cleveland POAU Chap- 
ter, expressing his opposition to a pro- 
posal that Avon Lake school buses trans- 
port pupils to St. Joseph’s parochial 
school. 


Zealots Force 
New Litigation 


The Scottish Rite News Bulletin of 
August 5 reports that widespread def. 
ance of the Missouri Supreme Cour, 
decision in the Meta (Osage Co 
school case—which enjoined a local 
school board from renting Roman Cath. 
olic church property and paying teach, 
ing sisters and brothers for conductj 
spurious “public school” classes—noy 
necessitates that court actions be jing. 
tuted by patriotic Missourians “in ey 
area where there is a violation,” ang 
also necessitates the election of “co 
tent school boards and state school of. 
cers to enforce the law.” 

An analogous situation exists in the 
state of Ohio, where authorities in seye. 
ral localities are openly thumbing their 
nose at the United States Supreme Cour 
decision in the McCollum (Champaign, 
Illinois) case. These authorities haye 
boldly announced that, in the absence of 
any “negative reaction” on the part of 
individual citizens, they will move re. 
leased time religious education classes 
back into the public schoolrooms., 


Supt. Holt’s Challenge 

E. E. Holt, superintendent of schools 
at Springfield, has declared: 

“I am informed that classes in re 
ligious education have continued to be 
operated in public school buildings in 
Findlay, Lima and Fremont. There has 
apparently been no negative reaction to 
this practice in those cities. 

“During the past two years the classes 
in Springfield have been held in 
churches. This has involved the neces 
sity of paying for transportation and 
the providing of hostesses to accompany 
pupils from the school building to the 
church and return. 

“Unless there is opposition registered 
by the board, I propose to advise the 
Council on Weekday Religious Educe- 
tion that the classes may be held in th 
school building next year.” 

. * a 


Police regulations similar to those im 

sed on Canadian religious minorities 
by Quebec local officials (see story els 
where in this issue) are being imposel 
by the Czechoslovakian Communist gor 
ernment. According to the Vatican Re 
dio, official state authorization must k 
obtained by religious groups wishing 
hold public ceremonies, and by this 
means “the Czech officials are affo 
pretexts for abusing their powers agains 
priests.” No doubt the Czech police, lik 
their Roman Catholic counterparts # 
La Sarre, Ebain and Val d’Or, Quebes 
will make their arrests on charges 
“obstructing traffic” or “disobeying # 
officer.” 
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Methodist College Turns 
Down Government Subsidies 


President D. R. Youell of Hiwassee College, near Knoxville, Tenn., has twice 
refused government aids to the school on the ground that they are “wrong in 
inciple.” Having previously turned down a quantity of government-owned sur- 
tatoes, he has also informed the Federal Security Agency’s Office of Edu- 
cation that Hiwassee College is not interested in applying for a housing loan for 
which it would be eligible under a recently-passed bill. President Youell declared: 


“It is not a proper function of gov- 
emment to tax the American people to 
vide loan funds for the purpose of 
building faculty and student accommo- 
dations on the campuses of church col- 


“The nation always has had separa- 
tion of church and state, and there isn’t 
the first reason why that principle should 
be broken. 

“ .. Hiwassee is building a new girls’ 
dormitory, and in the near future we 
contemplate the building of a new boys’ 
dormitory, plus additional faculty units. 
We need a library, a college-community 
church and additional farming facilities. 

“But so far as I am concerned, we 
will not borrow one cent from the fed- 
eral government to meet these needs. I 
refer to look to individuals, private 
banks and The Methodist Church for the 
financial support of Hiwassee College.” 


Pre-Nuptial Agreements 
Held Enforceable in Eire 


The three children of the estranged 
couple, Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Tilson of 
Dublin, must be brought up in the faith 
of their Roman Catholic mother rather 
than that of their Anglican father, ac- 
cording to a 4-1 decision recently 
handed down by the Supreme Court of 
Ireland. The father had signed a pre- 
nuptial agreement that all children of 
the union were to be brought up as 
Catholics, but he later brought suit to 
break the agreement on the ground that 
it violated his fundamental rights and 
was not binding. 

In dismissing Tilson’s appeal, the Su- 
preme Court upheld a lower court de- 
cision which ordered him to turn the 
children over to his wife for schooling 
in a Roman Catholic institution. The 
court reasoned that an order designed 
to secure the fulfillment of an agreement, 
peremptorily required before a “mixed 
marriage” by the Catholic Church, could 
not be withheld on any ground of pub- 
lic policy by the very state which pays 
homage to that church. Article 44 of the 
lrish Constitution recognizes the special 
position of the Roman Catholic Church 
“as the guardian of the Faith professed 
by the great majority of the citizens.” 

_ Contrary decisions have been rendered 
in similar cases in English courts. 





AID SCHOOLS, BUT DO NOT 
BREACH “WALL,” NEA ASKS 


Aligning itself squarely with other 
groups of educators and parents who 
are striving to maintain the integrity 
of the public schools in the face of sec- 
tarian attacks upon them, the National 
Education Association, at its recent con- 
vention in St. Louis, adopted the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

“The National Education Association 
believes that the American tradition of 
separation of church and state should 
be vigorously and zealously safeguarded. 
The Association respects the right of 
groups, including religious denomina- 
tions, to maintain their own schools so 
long as such schools meet the educa- 
tional, health, and safety standards de- 
fined by the states in which they are 
located.. The Association believes that 
these schools should be financed en- 
tirely by their supporters. The Associa- 
tion therefore opposes all efforts to de- 
vote public funds to either the direct 
or the indirect support of these schools.” 


Dr. Williams’ Role 

This resolution, which closely paral- 
leled resolutions previously adopted by 
the American Association of School Ad- 
ministrators, the National Congress of 
Parents and Teachers, and the National 
Council of Chief State School Officers 
(Church and State Newsletter, June, 
1950), marks a distinct step forward on 
the part of the NEA, which has here- 
tofore supported the Thomas aid-to- 
education bill, S. 246, with its “loop- 
hole” clause allowing states to divert 
federal funds to parochial schools. Much 
credit is due to Dr. Charl Ormond Wil- 
liams, member of POAU’s executive 
Committee and past president of the 
NEA, for her indefatigable efforts to 
arouse the NEA to its duty. By implica- 
tion, at least, the NEA now supports 
the principle of the Barden bill, H. R. 
7160, for public aid to public schools 
only. 

Showing similar firmness, the 
American Federation of Teachers 
recently voted down a proposed 
amendment to a school-aid resolu- 
tion because the amendment called 
for government-financed bus trans- 
portation for parochial school 
pupils. 


Reformation Day Nears 


Churches and ministers of your com- 
munity will want to make the best use 
of Reformation Sunday, October 29th. 
Many cities hold union services, with 
outstanding speakers and _ significant 
worship services. 

POAU will be glad to send you copies 
of Reformation Sermons by G. Bromley 
Oxnam, Arnold Hilmar Lowe and Glenn 
L. Archer; also a litany, “The Faith of 
a Protestant.” This office is eager to hear 
of your plans for Reformation services 


this fall. 





Believing in the principles and 
policies of Protestants and Other 
Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State, I hereby en- 
roll (or reaffirm) as a member. 


Name 
Street and No 
Post Office (City) 

Zone 


I enclose $ 











State 





as 





(_] membership fee 

() renewal of membership 
Make checks or money orders 
payable to: 


POAU, 1633 Mass. Ave., N. W., 
Washington 6, D. C. 











* * * 


Dr. Guglielmo del Pesco, president of 
the Federal Council of Italian Evangeli- 
cal Churches, met recently in Rome with 
the head of the cults division of the In- 
terior Ministry to discuss Article 8 of 
the Italian constitution, which deals with 
relationships between the state and non- 
Catholic cults. He demanded abolition 
of the Fascist law of June 19, 1929, 
which, he said, discriminates against 
non-Catholics, and stricter application 
of the new constitution which guaran- 
tees freedom of worship and assembly. 
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Vatican Mission Against Public 
Interest, Archer Tells Truman 


President Truman’s guarded statement at a recent press conference that the 
possibility of full-scale U. S. diplomatic relations with the Vatican is still under 
consideration drew a prompt statement from POAU Executive Director Glenn L. 
Archer, who reminded the President that “twenty or more” Protestant denomina- 
tions have publicly opposed any such move on both constitutional and practical 
grounds. Archer then analyzed the current situation from all angles, saying: 


“In studying the advisability of ‘a reg- 
ular diplomatic minister to the Vatican,’ 
the President will, of course, consider 
whether the temporal claims of the 
Roman Catholic Church have any causal 
relation to communism; whether the 
Vatican, did, in fact, tip off Hitler con- 
cerning the Allied plans of invasion 
of North Africa, as reported in the New 
York Times on June 21, 1946; whether 
the United States needs two official min- 
isters in Italy; whether Americans are 
willing to recognize the Vatican as a 
sovereign power and thus require all 
agents of the Roman Catholic Church 
in this country to register under the 
Foreign Agents Registration Act; and 
whether it is diplomatically wise in a 
predominantly non-Catholic country to 
single out one church for this special 
privilege; whether or not such relation 
would be legal under the First Amend- 
ment of the Constitution of the United 
States; and whether the diplomatic rec- 
ognition of the Vatican will promote 
unity at home.” 


Virtual Unanimity 

That the viewpoint expressed by 
Archer is shared by virtually every Prot- 
estant group in the United States is 
borne out by almost daily public state- 
ments on the subject by spokesmen for 
many denominations. Differences of 
opinion on other questions of public 
policy has not prevented Protestant or- 





ganizations from standing solidly to- 
gether on this supremely important issue 
in American life. The International 
Council of Christian Churches, for ex- 
ample, has found no difficulty in express- 
ing its “unalterable” opposition to any 
diplomatic relationship with the Vatican, 
even though it finds itself, in this in- 
stance, in the company of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ, a 
group with which it disagrees on most 
other political and social questions. 
“How's That For A Smart Move?” 





Herblock in The Washington Post 





of Church and State 
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MISSOURI CHURCHMAN 
JOINS POAU STAFF 





John C. Mayne (above), prominent 
Missouri churchman and civic leader, 
has joined the staff of POAU as assis. 
ant to Executive Director Archer, A 
vigorous champion of religious liberty 
and free public education, he has per. 
formed distinguished service as associate 
general secretary of the Missouri Coun. 
cil of Churches, which post he resigned 
to take up his new duties with POAU, 


U. S. GIFT TO CHURCH 
BLOCKED BY SEN. MORSE 


The objection of Senator Wayne 
Morse (R., Ore.) has blocked passage of 
a bill which would have donated part of 
a federally-owned building in San Fran. 
cisco to the Temple Methodist Church 
there. Said the Senator: 

“I am a strong believer in the separa- 
tion of church and state and, as I under- 
stand the bill, it proposes that federal 
property be given to a church. I do not 
care what church it is, Mr. President; | 
simply do not see why property of value 
to the federal government should be 
given to a church.” 

Sen. Morse also based his stand on 
the general principle that federal prop- 
erty should not be given away without 


compensation. 
- a * 


“In one land, the State now pays the 
salaries of all pastors. It supports the 
theological seminaries. It has national: 
ized the religious papers. The refusal of 
such aid would be interpreted as an acl 
of hostility to the State with consequent 
reprisals.” —from a report by Dr. Edwin 
N. Bell, American Baptist Foreign Mis 
sionary Society representative in 
rope, dealing with conditions in the 
Communist countries. In spite of consti 
tutional guarantees of religious liberty 
and church-state “separation” in thes 
countries, they have set up church e 
tablishments which are fundamentally 
analagous to the church-state union 
which exists in Franco Spain. 
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